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as bankers in quite a modern sense ; and, in view of their
almost exclusive dealings with the Court and its officials, as
Court Bankers in fact as well as in name.1
Their professional activities, to which we now turn, may be
summed up under the following main categories :—
Financial Transactions.
(a) Administration of Funds.
(6) Remittance of Funds,
(c)  Supply of Funds.
Mercantile Transactions,
(a) Administration of Funds.
The Arab sources of the tenth century reveal a prodigious
desire to accumulate money, a mad rush to get rich. The
appetite for money was only equalled by the fear of losing it.
This phenomenon will be discussed fully in another
connection. Here it may suffice to state that officials and
merchants, who were the mainstay of this money economy,2
feared the interference of the State, which was easily able to
gain possession, of private property by the then almost
universal method of confiscation (musadara)*
This feeling of fear and uncertaiiity caused people to look
for the safest place in which to keep their money. To thia
end the oddest ways and methods were invented. Gold and
silver were hidden under the soil,* in wells,5 in cisterns,6 in
1  Wuz.t  158.
a Vide the sociologically instructive passage in Tan., if p. 243.
3 As to the meaning of this -word and the evolution of its significance,
vide CL Huart, ZDMG., vol. Ixiii (1909), pp. 856-7, and A. Fischer,
vol. bdv (1910), pp. 4S1-4.
* Misk., 43.6 ;  Eel., ii, 11-12, 74, 187.     After the death of the
Abu'l Husain Bakhkam a list was made of all the places where Ms money
was hidden.
5 Tanf, ii, 210, tells us that more than 80,000 dinars were taken ont of
a well belonging to a merchant. Even the privy was used as a hiding-place
for money ; vide the detailed and amusing story in Tan., i, 15—16. Other
evidence in 3fisk.r 102, "where the Vizier himself is said to have hidden
no less than half a million dinars in cesspools. Vide also Tan., i, 272.
€ Ibn Sa'Id, ed. TaUqnist, pp. 39-40.

